
CATEGORY SOUTH AFRICAN CHILD 
FOREIGN VISA 
EXEMPT CHILD 

CHILD 
ACCOMPANIED 
BY BOTH 
PARENTS 

• valid passport 

• copy of a birth certificate / equivalent document or passport containing the details of the parent or 
parents of the child 

• valid 
passport 

CHILD 
ACCOMPANIED 
BY ONE 
PARENT 

• valid passport 
• copy of a birth certificate/equivalent document 
• parental consent letter 
• copy of the passport / identity document of the absent parent 
• contact details of the absent parent 
• where applicable- 
o copy of a court order granting full parental responsibilities and rights or legal guardianship in respect 

of the child. 
o copy of a death certificate of the deceased parent 

• valid 
passport 

CHILD 
TRAVELLING 
WITH PERSON 
WHO IS NOT 
HIS / HER 
BIOLOGICAL 
PARENT 

• valid passport 
• copy of a birth certificate/equivalent document 
• parental consent letter(s) 
• copy of the passport(s)/ identity document(s) of the parent(s)/legal guardian(s) 
• contact details of the parent(s)/legal guardian(s) 
• where applicable- 
o copy of a death certificate 

• valid 
passport 



o copy of an adoption order 
o copy of a court order granting full parental responsibilities and rights / legal guardianship in respect 

of the child. 

UN-
ACCOMPANIED 
CHILD 

• copy of his /her birth certificate 
• parental consent letters 
• copy of the passport(s)/identity document(s) of the parent(s) / legal guardian(s) 
• contact details of the parent(s)/ legal guardian(s) 
• letter from the person who is to receive the child in the Republic, containing his / her residential address and contact 

details in the Republic where the child will reside 
• copy of the identity document / valid passport and visa or permanent residence permit of the person who is to receive 

the child in the Republic 
• where applicable- 
o copy of an adoption order 
o copy of a death certificate of the deceased parent/ parents or legal guardian; 
o copy of a court order granting full parental responsibilities and rights or legal guardianship in respect of the child 

CHILD IN 
ALTERNATIVE 
CARE 

• valid passport 
• letter from the Provincial Head of the Department of Social Development where the child resides authorising his or her 

departure from the Republic as contemplated in section 169 of the Children’s Act (Act No. 38 of 2005).   

 


