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South African High Commission
Wellington, New Zealand

Repatriation of Mortal remains

Herewith please find the list of instructions and the requirements for the transportation of mortal remains into the Republic of South Africa:
 
· Non-infectious mortal remains:
· The body must be embalmed. This must take place within 24 hours.
· The body must be sealed in an airtight container and placed in a sturdy non-transparent coffin.
· The import permit must be obtained prior to transportation.

· Infectious mortal remains:
· The body must be placed in a polythene bag.
· The body must be placed in a second polythene bag.
· The body must then be sealed in an airtight container and placed in a sturdy non-transparent coffin.
· Under no circumstances may the coffin be opened.
· A written statement from the medical practitioner confirming that the body will not constitute a danger to public health and that the body is screened off according to regulation R2438 of 30 October 1987, paragraphs 9  and 10 (Conveyance of bodies of persons who have died of communicable diseases) must always accompany the body, together with the death certificate.
· The import permit must be obtained prior to transportation.
 
For the High Commission to assist in obtaining the Import Certificate from the South African Department of Health, the following is required.
 
1. A signed letter from the family in New Zealand which must include:
2. Details of Funeral Home details in New Zealand
3. Details of Funeral Home in South Africa
4. Full names, South African Identity Numbers, Addresses and contact numbers for family members responsible for receiving the body in South Africa or that of the Funeral Home.
5. Copy of identification for Family Members in Wellington and in South Africa, i.e., South African Identity document or passports.
6. Embalming certificate (if not possible due to religious reasons this must be stated).
7. Letter from attending pathologist or medical doctor to state that the deceased did not suffer from an infectious disease at the time of death; OR
8. If the deceased did suffer from an infectious disease, a letter from the medical practitioner indicating that the transportation will not constitute a danger to public health.
9. Approval from relevant Wellington Authority granting permission for the body to be removed from Wellington.
10. A copy of the death certificate which must indicate the cause of death.
11. A copy of identification of the deceased, i.e., passport, birth certificate or identity document.
12. A copy of the travel itinerary or tentative booking dates.
13. Name, address and contact details of the Undertaker in South Africa which must indicate the place of burial: Town and Province.
14. Certificate of Competence (CoC) from South African Undertaker – this must be obtained.
15. Written confirmation from South African Undertaker that the mortal remains will be received at the Airport in South Africa. Include details of the port of entry in South Africa
16. All documents not in English must be accompanied by a certified translation.
 
When all the requirements are met the Department of Health issues an Import Permit which accompanies the mortal remains to South Africa. Please allow 3 to 4 working days for the High Commission to receive the Import Certificate.
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